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Introduction 

As the starting point for a large-scale project on return 

migration, our team conducted a literature review with 

the aim of developing the conceptual framework, theo-

retical background and hypotheses for our research. In 

preparation for the review, publications were classified 

according to thematic and regional keywords. This bibli-

ography is the result of our collection and classification.  

The project, Possibilities and Realities of Return Migra-

tion (PREMIG), explores return migration from Norway 

and the United Kingdom, with case studies on return to 

Afghanistan, Burundi, Iraq, Pakistan and Poland, and 

statistical analyses covering a greater range of nationali-

ties. It is funded by the Research Council of Norway and is carried out jointly by the Peace Research 

Institute Oslo (PRIO), Statistics Norway, the University of Bristol and the University of Sussex. See 

www.prio.no/premig for additional information. 

Scope of the review 

Before collecting publications, it was necessary to define the scope of the literature review: for example, 

which migrants to include (children of migrants? further descendants?), which types of return to cover 

(forced? voluntary? temporary?), and which time periods to examine. The following points provided 

guidance in this process: 

Which migrants? All migrants regardless of why they originally moved (labour, family, protection, 

etc). We also cover return by the children of migrants (second-generation return) and return to ancestral 

homelands (diasporic/ethnic return). 

Which forms of return? All forms of return, be it forced or voluntary, temporary or permanent. It is 

important to explore the conceptual limits of ―return migration‖. This means that we need to consider 

visits/holidays and circular migration as part of the picture. 

Which parts of the world? All parts of the world. Given the purpose of the review, it will not be limited 

to the empirical contexts we study in the PREMIG project.  

Which time periods? Contemporary return migration, meaning roughly after 1960. We thus include 

research on the return of guest workers in Europe, but exclude many historical studies. We should 

make exceptions if there are particularly important works that, for instance, summarize findings about 

return migration from North America to Europe in the early 1900s, but not aim to cover the historical 

literature. 

Which publication types? Since our thematic scope is so broad, it was necessary to limit ourselves to 

academic literature of a certain quality. In other words, we generally excluded government reports (not 

research based) and conference papers (not peer-reviewed) and instead concentrated on books and jour-

nal articles. 

Please cite. This bibliography has been 

prepared in the spirit of collaboration 

between researchers, in the hope that 

the work we have invested in our own 

project can also benefit others. If you 

use this bibliography in your research, 

please cite it. Suggested format:  

Carling, J. Mortensen, E.B. and Wu, J. 

(2011) A systematic bibliography on 

return migration. PRIO Paper. Oslo: 

Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO). 

  

http://www.prio.no/premig
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Collecting and classifying publications 

Once the scope was defined, we combined in-house expertise—libraries or bibliographies referred to us 

from members of our team—with online searches using the citation database ISI Web of Knowledge. 

The search terms we used in ISI included the following: 

 [return SAME migra*]: to retrieve publications with “return” and “migration” in the same sentence 

 [(emigra* OR immigra*) AND return]: intended to cover return of emigrants or immigrants 

 [forc* AND repatriat*]: intended to cover the topic of forced repatriation 

Our final collection of literature amounted to over 1100 publications. To classify the collection, we 

created a system of keywords to indicate, for example, the research methodology used, the type of return 

migration discussed, and other themes. The section entitled Bibliography by thematic keyword is a listing 

of all the publications organized by the following keywords (further explained in the bibliography itself): 

 Key publication 

 Quantitative methods 

 Ethnographic method 

 Multi-sited data collection 

 Theoretical or conceptual 

 Asylum and forced migration 

 Labour migration 

 Family migration 

 Student migration 

 Irregular migration 

 Possibilities of return 

 Experiences of return 

 Voluntary return 

 Semi-voluntary return 

 Forced return 

 Second-generation return 

 Ancestral return 

 Temporary return 

 Post-conflict (or conflict) return 

 Complex return itineraries 

 Remittances 

 Transnationalism 

 Integration 

 Post-return reintegration 

 Development 

 Information and communication  

 Programmes, policy, regulations, law 

 Politics 

 Culture and identity 

 Religion 

 Climate 

 Health and healthcare 

 Social networks and community 

 Violence, crime, insecurity 

 Entrepreneurship and investment 

 Education and human capital 

 Livelihoods and finances 

 Class 

 Gender 

 Age, generation and life cycle 

 Family and kinship 

 

Publications were also classified according to their geographical focus: that is, according to the coun-

tries and/or regions from which the migrants originated (and to which they may have returned). The 

section entitled Bibliography by region of origin lists the bibliography according to region and country. 

Note that here we only classify by country of origin: a publication on Turkish migrants in Germany and 

their plans for return, for instance, will be placed under Turkey, not Germany.  

The regional classification is first by world region, then alphabetically by country. Publications that 

cover migrants from several countries are listed several times. Publications that relate to a world region 

(e.g. Sub-Saharan Africa) rather than to individual countries are listed under the regional heading, be-

fore the first country-level heading. The following world regions are used in the classification: 
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 North America (NAM) 

 Mexico and Central America (MCA) 
 Caribbean (CAR) 
 South America (SAM) 
 Europe (EUR) 
 Middle East and North Africa (MDE)  
 Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) 
 Caucasus and Central Asia (CCA) 
 East Asia (EAA) 
 South Asia (SOA) 
 South-East Asia (SEA) 
 Oceania (OCE) 

Patterns in the literature 

After classifying all the publications, we used EndNote and Excel to analyze keyword frequencies and 

correlations. From this analysis we identified several topics that were broadly covered by the literature: 

these include the decision-making process of migrants considering return, the reintegration experiences 

of those who do return, and national laws and programmes related to return migration. Examples of 

these thematic patterns with their corresponding keywords are shown below. 

 

Topic Keywords Publications 

The return decision Possibilities of return  

+ Voluntary return 

202 

Reintegration post-return Experiences of return  

+ Post-return reintegration 

257 

Reverse culture shock Experiences of return  

+ Post-return reintegration  

+ Culture and identity 

106 

Deportation programmes Programmes, policy, regulations, law  

+ Forced return 

50 

Voluntary Assisted Return 

Programmes 

Programmes, policy, regulations, law  

+ Semi-voluntary return 

45 

Refugees returning to 

conflict/post-conflict areas 

Asylum and forced migration  

+ Post-conflict (or conflict) return 

67 

 

In terms of geography, we identified a large number of publications on Mexican return migration 

from the United States. There were also several studies on the return of Puerto Ricans from the United 

States, as well as on the ancestral return of Japanese-Brazilians. A substantial number of articles dealt 

with migration within the same country: for the United States, these often related to the regional migra-

tion of Black Americans or the return of residents to New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina; for China, 

publications generally dealt with issues of rural-urban labour migration. 

 

Return From To Publications 

United States United States 61 

United States Mexico 54 

China China 32 

United States Puerto Rico 25 

Brazil Japan 14 
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Limitations of the bibliography 

A bibliography such as this can hardly be complete. Despite our efforts, it is obvious that there will be 

gaps. First, the pace of publication is such that a handful of new publications would need to be added 

every week. Second, our systematic search for journal articles is limited to ISI-indexed journals; many 

articles from other journals have also been included, but not in an exhaustive way. Third, even with the 

range of search terms used, we may have missed ISI-indexed articles that address return migration but 

use an unusual terminology. Finally, there are probably relevant books and book chapters that we simp-

ly did not discover. On the other hand, the bibliography also contains entries that may seem at odds 

with the scope of the bibliography as described above. These are likely to be publications sourced from 

the pre-existing bibliographies of our team members, which would not have otherwise come up in our 

searches. Despite these inconsistencies, we are confident that the more than 1100 items in the bibliog-

raphy constitute a reasonable representation of ―the literature on return migration‖. The ambiguities of 

inclusion and exclusion nevertheless caution against bibliometric analysis. 

 



 

 

Bibliography by thematic keyword

Key publication 

Systematic reviews, or comprehensive empirical studies, 
or important theoretical contributions, or widely cited by 
others. 

Ammassari, S. and Black, R. (2001) Harnessing the 
Potential of Migration and Return to Promote 
Development. Applying Concepts to West Africa. IOM 
Migration Research Series, 5. Geneva: 
International Organization for Migration. 

Baruch, Y., Budhwar, P.S. and Khatri, N. (2007) 
―Brain drain: Inclination to stay abroad after 
studies.‖ Journal of World Business, 42(1):99-112. 

de Genova, N. (2010) ―The Deportation Regime: 
Sovereignty, Space, and the Freedom of 
Movement.‖ in de Genova, N. and Peutz, N. (eds) 
The Deportation Regime. Sovereignty, Space, and the 
Freedom of Movement. Durham: Duke University 
Press, 33-65. 

de Haas, H. (2005) ―International Migration, 
Remittances and Development: myths and facts.‖ 
Third World Quarterly, 26(8):1269-1284. 

Gaillard, A.M. (1994) Migration return. A 
bibliographical overview. New York: Center for 
Migration Studies. 

Ghosh, B. (2000) ―Return Migration: Reshaping 
Policy Approaches.‖ in Ghosh, B. (ed.) Return 
migration: Journey of hope or despair? Geneva: IOM, 
181-226. 

Gmelch, G. (1980) ―Return Migration.‖ Annual 
Review of Anthropology, 9:135-159. 

Hammond, L. (1999) ―Examining the Discourse of 
Repatriation: Towards a More Proactive Theory of 
Return Migration.‖ in Black, R. and Koser, K. (eds) 
The End of the Refugee Cycle? Refugee Repatriation 
and Reconstruction. New York: Berghahn Books, 
227-244. 

King, R. (2000) ―Generalizations from the History of 
Return Migration.‖ in Ghosh, B. (ed.) Return 
Migration: Journey of Hope or Despair? Geneva: 
IOM, 7-55. 

Kirwan, F. and Harrigan, F. (1986) ―Swedish-Finnish 
Return Migration, Extent, Timing, and 
Information Flows.‖ Demography, 23(3):313-327. 

Koser, K. and Black, R. (1999) ―The End of the 
Refugee Cycle?‖ in Black, R. and Koser, K. (eds) The 
End of the Refugee Cycle? Refugee Repatriation and 
Reconstruction. New York: Berghahn Books, 2-17. 

Long, L.D. and Oxfeld, E. (2004) ―Introduction: An 
Ethnography of Return.‖ in Long, L.D. and Oxfeld, 
E. (eds) Coming home? Refugees, Migrants, and 
Those Who Stayed Behind. Philadelphia: University 
of Pennsylvania Press, 1-15. 

Markowitz, F. (2004) ―The Home(s) of 
Homecomings.‖ in Stefansson, A.H. and 
Markowitz, F. (eds) Homecomings. Unsettling Paths 
of Return. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 21-33. 

Miller, O.A. (2008) Migration Can Fall Apart. Life 
Stories from Voluntary and Deportee Return Migrants. 
Lanham, MD: University Press of America. 

Peutz, N. and de Genova, N. (2010) ―Introduction.‖ in 
de Genova, N. and Peutz, N. (eds) The Deportation 
Regime. Sovereignty, Space, and the Freedom of 
Movement. Durham: Duke University Press, 1-29. 

Preston, R. (1999) ―Researching Repatriation And 
Reconstruction: Who Is Researching What And 
Why?‖ in Black, R. and Koser, K. (eds) The End of 
the Refugee Cycle? Refugee Repatriation and 
Reconstruction. New York: Berghahn Books, 18-36. 

Rogers, R. (1992) ―The Future of Refugee Flows and 
Policies.‖ International Migration Review, 
26(4):1112-1143. 

Stefansson, A.H. (2004) ―Homecomings to the 
Future: From Diasporic Mythographies to Social 
Projects of Return.‖ in Stefansson, A.H. and 
Markowitz, F. (eds) Homecomings. Unsettling Paths 
of Return. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2-20. 

Tsuda, T. (2009) ―Introduction. Diasporic Return and 
Migration Studies.‖ in Tsuda, T. (ed.) Diasporic 
Homecomings. Ethnic Return Migration in 
Comparative Perspective. Stanford, CA: Stanford 
University Press, 1-18. 

Tsuda, T. (2009) ―Why Does the Diaspora Return 
Home? The Causes of Ethnic Return Migration.‖ in 
Tsuda, T. (ed.) Diasporic Homecomings. Ethnic 
Return Migration in Comparative Perspective. 
Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 21-43. 
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Methods 

Quantitative methods 

Based on statistical analysis of data. (Simply presenting 
migration statistics, for instance, is not sufficient.) 

Abraido-Lanza, A.F., Dohrenwend, B.P., Ng-Mak, 
D.S. and Turner, J.B. (1999) ―The Latino Mortality 
Paradox: A Test of the “Salmon Bias” and Healthy 
Migrant Hypotheses.‖ American Journal of Public 
Health, 89(10):1543-1548. 

Adelman, R.M., Morett, C. and Tolnay, S.E. (2000) 
―Homeward bound: The return migration of 
southern-born black women, 1940 to 1990.‖ 
Sociological Spectrum, 20(4):433-463. 

Adelman, R.M., Tsao, H.-s. and Tolnay, S.E. (2006) 
―Occupational disparity in a migrant metropolis: A 
case study of Atlanta.‖ Sociological Spectrum, 
26(3):269-287. 

Alexander, S. (1983) ―A model of population change 
with new and return migration.‖ Environment and 
Planning A, 15(9):1231-1257. 

Altamirano, A.T. (1995) ―Return migration on the 
policy agenda in Sweden.‖ Applied Geography, 
15(3):267-278. 

Appleyard, R.T. (1962) ―The Return Movement of 
United Kingdom Migrants from Australia.‖ 
Population Studies, 15(3):214-225. 

Athanassiou, S.K. (1976) ―Information. Comments 
on “Flows of Greek Out-Migration and Return 
Migration”.‖ International Migration, 14(3):241-246. 

Aydemir, A. and Robinson, C. (2008) ―Global labour 
markets, return, and onward migration.‖ Canadian 
Journal of Economics-Revue Canadienne D 
Economique, 41(4):1285-1311. 

Azam, F.-i. (1995) ―Emigration dynamics in 
Pakistan.‖ International Migration, 33(3/4). 

Azzarri, C. and Carletto, C. (2009) ―Modelling 
migration dynamics in Albania: a hazard function 
approach.‖ Southeast European and Black Sea 
Studies, 9(4):407-433. 

Bailey, A.J. and Cooke, T.J. (1998) ―Family Migration 
and Employment: The Importance of Migration 
History and Gender.‖ International Regional Science 
Review, 21(2):99-118. 

Bailey, A.J. and Ellis, M. (1993) ―Going Home: The 
Migration of Puerto Rican-Born Women from the 
United States to Puerto Rico.‖ Professional 
Geographer, 45(2):148-158. 

Baláz, V., Williams, A.M. and Kollár, D. (2004) 
―Temporary versus Permanent Youth Brain Drain: 
Economic Implications.‖ International Migration, 
42(4):3-34. 

Baruch, Y., Budhwar, P.S. and Khatri, N. (2007) 
―Brain drain: Inclination to stay abroad after 
studies.‖ Journal of World Business, 42(1):99-112. 

Bauer, T.K. and Sinning, M.G. (2009) ―The Purpose 
of Remittances. Evidence from Germany.‖ 
Jahrbucher Fur Nationalokonomie Und Statistik, 
229(6):730-742. 

Bauer, T.K. and Sinning, M.G. (2011) ―The savings 
behavior of temporary and permanent migrants in 
Germany.‖ Journal of Population Economics, 
24(2):421-449. 

Beauchemin, C. (2011) ―Rural-Urban Migration in 
West Africa: Towards a Reversal? Migration Trends 
and Economic Situation in Burkina Faso and Côte 
d‖Ivoire.‖ Population Space and Place, 17(1):47-72. 

Bell, D.N.F. and Kirwan, F.X. (1979) ―Return 
Migration in a Scottish Context.‖ Regional Studies, 
13(1):101-111. 

Bergmark, R., Barr, D. and Garcia, R. (2010) 
―Mexican Immigrants in the US Living Far from 
the Border may Return to Mexico for Health 
Services.‖ Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health, 
12(4):610-614. 

Berk, M.L., Schur, C.L., Dunbar, J.L., Bozzette, S. 
and Shapiro, M. (2003) ―Short report: Migration 
among persons living with HIV.‖ Social Science & 
Medicine, 57(6):1091-1097. 

Bertram, C., Wedekind, V. and Muthukrishna, N. 
(2007) ―Newly qualified South African teachers: 
Staying or leaving?‖ Perspectives in Education, 
25(2):77-89. 

Bijwaard, G.E. (2010) ―Immigrant migration 
dynamics model for The Netherlands.‖ Journal of 
Population Economics, 23(4):1213-1247. 

Bilanakis, N., Madianos, M.G. and Liakos, A. (1995) 
―Demoralization and mental health: A community 
study among repatriated Greek immigrants.‖ 
European Journal of Psychiatry, 9(1):47-57. 

Black, R. and Castaldo, A. (2009) ―Return migration 
and entrepreneurship in Ghana and Côte d‖Ivoire: 
The role of capital transfers.‖ Tijdschrift Voor 
Economische En Sociale Geografie, 100(1):44-58. 

Black, R., King, R. and Tiemoko, R. (2003) 
―Migration, return and small enterprise 
development in Ghana: a route out of poverty?‖ 
paper presented at International Workshop on 
Migration and Poverty in West Africa, University of 
Sussex, 13-14 March. 

Bollard, A., McKenzie, D. and Morten, M. (2010) 
―The Remitting Patterns of African Migrants in the 
OECD.‖ Journal of African Economies, 19(5):605-634. 

Borges, G., Medina-Mora, M.-E., Orozco, R., Fleiz, 
C., Cherpitel, C. and Breslau, J. (2009) ―The 
Mexican migration to the United States and 
substance use in northern Mexico.‖ Addiction, 
104(4):603-611. 

Borjas, G.T. and Bratsberg, B. (1996) ―Who Leaves? 
The Outmigration of the Foreign-Born.‖ Review of 
Economics and Statistics, 78(1):165-176. 
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Bratsberg, B., Raaum, O. and Sørlie, K. (2007) 
―Foreign-Born Migration to and from Norway.‖ in 
Özden, Ç. and Schiff, M. (eds) International 
Migration, Economic Development & Policy. 
Washington: The World Bank, 259-290. 

Brekke, J.-P. and Søholt, S. (2005) I velferdsstatens 
grenseland. En evaluering av ordningen med bortfall 
av botilbud i mottak for personer med endelig avslag på 
asylsøknaden. Report, 2005:5: ISF. 

Brooks, D. and Singh, K. (1978) ―Ethnic commitment 
versus structural reality: South Asian immigrant 
workers in Britain.‖ Journal of Ethnic and Migration 
Studies, 7(1):19-30. 

Brown, R.P.C. and Connell, J. (2004) ―The migration 
of doctors and nurses from south pacific island 
nations.‖ Social Science & Medicine, 58(11):2193-
2210. 

Carta, M.G., Kovess, V., Hardoy, M.C., Morosini, P., 
Murgia, S. and Carpiniello, B. (2002) ―Psychiatric 
disorders in Sardinian immigrants to Paris: a 
comparison with Parisians and Sardinians resident 
in Sardinia.‖ Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric 
Epidemiology, 37(3):112-117. 

Ceballos, M. and Palloni, A. (2010) ―Maternal and 
infant health of Mexican immigrants in the USA: 
the effects of acculturation, duration, and selective 
return migration.‖ Ethnicity & Health, 15(4):377-
396. 

Chen, J., Liu, H. and Xie, Z. (2010) ―Effects of Rural-
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 As the starting point for a 
large-scale project on return 
migration, our team 
conducted a literature review 
with the aim of developing the 
conceptual framework, 
theoretical background and 
hypotheses for our research. 
In preparation for the review, 
publications were classified 
according to thematic and 
regional keywords. This 
bibliography, which contains 
over 1100 publications, is the 
result of our collection and 
classification. The project, 
Possibilities and Realities of 
Return Migration (PREMIG), 
explores return migration 
from Norway and the United 

Kingdom, with case studies on 
return to Afghanistan, 
Burundi, Iraq, Pakistan and 
Poland, and statistical analyses 
covering a greater range of 
nationalities. It is funded by 
the Research Council of 
Norway and carried out jointly 
by the Peace Research 
Institute Oslo (PRIO), 
Statistics Norway, the 
University of Bristol and the 
University of Sussex. 
 

D
e
sign

: Stu
d
io

 7
  w

w
w

.stu
d
io

sju
.n

o
 

ISB
N

: 9
7
8
-8

2
-7

2
8
8
-3

9
2
-7

 (o
n
lin

e
) 

P
h
o
to

: ‘W
aitin

g fo
r d

ep
artu

re
’ 

(T
h
ailan

d
) b

y F
re

d
e
ric P

o
iro

t. 

R
e
p
ro

d
u
ced

 fro
m

 flickr.co
m

 

u
n
d
e
r a C

re
ative C

o
m

m
o
n
s 

licen
se

. 


